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Why silk? Why now?
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This heritage is fragile and at risk.
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However, there is also a growing 
interest on costume and fashion, 
as both a cultural phenomenon 
and a creative industry.

For instance, some of the big 
players in the digital world 
(Google, Europeana) are 
showing great interest in 
costumes and fashion.

https://artsandculture.google.com/project/fashion
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/es/collections/fashion
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To sum up, European history is 
woven in silk. Few materials have 
had such economic, technical, 
functional, cultural and symbolic 
presence throughout our past 
and present.

Today, fashion and textiles are at 
the heart of the creative 
economy, generating economic 
wealth and preserving European 
identity, culture and values.
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Who is SILKNOW?
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We are a consortium of 9 partners from 6 countries (Spain, France, 
Italy, Germany, Slovenia, Poland) and different institutional profiles:

• 3 universities 
• 3 research centers 
• 2 small companies (silk manufacture and 3D printing)
• 1 national cultural institute
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Universitat de València coordinates the project, with two teams:
• Institute of Robotics and Information and Communication Technologies
• Faculty of Geography and History

Consortium partners have diverse backgrounds: ICT, arts and 
humanities, creative industries…

Additionally, collaborating museums and collections provide digital 
records from their catalogues:

• National museums of decorative arts and design. 
• Local textile museums.
• Ecclesiastical collections.
• Textile companies’ archives.
• Museums of fine arts.
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• Grant awarded by EU: 2,4 M€
• Calendar: 36 months, between 

April 2018 and March 2021



Weaving our past
into the future

Madrid, Oportunidades a la Financiación de las Industrias Culturales y Creativas
Organiza: Plataforma eNEM

27 de Diciembre, 2018

What are we doing?
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3 general objectives:

1. Advanced searching 
and semantically 
relating digitized 
European silk textile 
heritage, based on data 
interoperability across 
different collections.

2. Building a “Virtual 
Loom” to clone ancient 
weaving techniques.

3. Improvement of the 
understanding of the 
European silk heritage.
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3 general objectives:
1. Advanced searching and semantically relating digitized European 

silk textile heritage, based on data interoperability across different 
collections.
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3 general objectives:
1. Advanced searching and semantically relating digitized European 

silk textile heritage, based on data interoperability across different 
collections.

2. Building a Virtual Loom to “clone” ancient weaving techniques.
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3 general objectives:
1. Advanced searching and semantically relating digitized European 

silk textile heritage, based on data interoperability across different 
collections.

2. Building a “Virtual Loom” to clone ancient weaving techniques.
3. Improvement of the understanding of the European silk heritage.
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1. NEW WAYS OF SEARCHING 
EU DIGITAL CONTENT

2. IMPROVING 
UNDERSTANDING OF EU 

CULTURAL HERITAGE
3. ECONOMIC, 

SOCIOCULTURAL & 
ENVIRONMENTAL

IMPACT

1. MULTILINGUAL THESAURUS
2. SPATIO-TEMPORAL TOOLS

3. EXPRIMENTAL CLONING OF 
SILK TEXTILES

4. EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS
5. CONTRIBUTIONS TO EU 

POLICIES

OUTCOMES

1. CULTURAL HERITAGE
2. SSH EDUCATION

3. ICT SECTOR
4. TEXTILE/CREATIVE 

INDUSTRIES
5. TOURISM SECTOR
6. POLICY-MAKERS

7. JOURNALISTS

TARGETED USERS
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What results do we have so far?
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Multilingual Thesaurus
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End Users’ Requirements



Weaving our past
into the future

Madrid, Oportunidades a la Financiación de las Industrias Culturales y Creativas
Organiza: Plataforma eNEM

27 de Diciembre, 2018

Requirements for the GUI
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Image Processing for Classification and the Virtual Loom

Resuts for the
records of GARIN 
(ca. 5,000 images)
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Dissemination and Communication Activities



Thank you for your attention
info@silknow.eu
http://silknow.eu

Cristina PORTALES (cristina.portales@uv.es)

mailto:info@silknow.eu
http://silknow.eu/
mailto:cristina.portales@uv.es
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Now it’s your turn… 
What can we do for you?
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